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Background 
 
As part of the Castleshaw Roman Forts Hinterland Survey, the Friends of Castleshaw Roman Forts 
continued their archaeological evaluation of an area of land adjacent to the south bank of Waters Clough 
and to the north-west of the Castleshaw Centre, Waterworks Lane, Castleshaw, near Delph, Saddleworth, 
located at SD99470921. The land is owned by United Utilities who gave permission to carry out the 
archaeological investigations. 
 

 
The ruin beside Waters Clough ï parch marks during a dry spell indicate wall lines within the central range 

 
Previous investigations from 2016 to 2018 demonstrated that a set of low ruined walls beside Waters 
Clough form part of a massive building. It comprises a long narrow central range 20 metres long by 10 
metres wide, flanked by a west and east range, each being 31.8 metres in length and 8.4 metres wide. The 
total building length is an astonishing 73.6 metres (including the central range). Each corner has a 
projecting small chamber. The main plan form has been established and includes a series of internal rooms 
and a central corridor, with adjacent symmetrical wings.  
 
There have been no dateable finds within the building foundations but historical documentation and the 
presence of medieval pottery within the adjacent trackway point to a 13th century origin, probably shortly 
after the acquisition of the lands by the Cistercian abbey of Roche in 1199 (Redhead 2019). The 
remarkably large and well-built structure would have taken considerable resources to erect and it would 
have dominated the valley floor. Associated with the building site are a series of substantial earth bank field 
boundaries, creating a series of large enclosed fields for cattle grazing. The building is interpreted as a 
medieval grange, an outlying estate farm established to provide food and other materials for the use of the 
mother abbey and for wider distribution. Granges were essential for the self-sufficiency of the Cistercian 
order. Intensive farming was undertaken by labourers under the supervision of lay brothers who would 
probably have had accommodation at the grange building.  
 
Excavations have shown that much of the building at Waters Clough has been recycled with most of the 
stonework removed for use elsewhere. The evidence for this are foundation trenches devoid of stone and 
with just silt and orange mortar filling them, lengths of surviving foundation stones, and the stone trackway 
laid down close up the southern side of the building to facilitate carting away of the stonework. The lack of 
artifacts, dressed stone, roof and floor tiles, suggests that the building was in use for a short time or 
perhaps not even finished before being abandoned and dismantled. The reasons for this are obscure but 
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may be due to well documented changes in Cistercian policy towards lay brothers and direct management 
of outlying granges so that lands were rented out to tenant farmers.  

The results of this work, based on the 2018 investigations, were set out in a report by Norman Redhead, 
who led the Friendsô investigations (Redhead, 2019). 
 
The objective for the 2019 research investigations was to fill in the gaps in our knowledge where the 
alignment and arrangement of walls is not particularly well defined and to obtain further dating evidence. 
 

 
Plan of excavated remains and interpretation of wall lines following the 2018 investigations 

 

 
Aerial photo showing the 2018 interpretive plan of the Waterôs Clough excavated building in its landscape context. 

 A = outline of grange walls in black, B = medieval field boundary banks, C = Waters Clough, D = Castleshaw Centre, 
E = line of Roman road 
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The 2019 programme of evaluation comprised four days of test pitting and excavation of trenches to build 
on the work carried out in 2018. The evaluation took place on Sunday 12th May, Sunday 9th June, Saturday 
6th July and Saturday 20th July.  
  
Test pitting consisted of 1 metre square sample excavations, with several of these expanded to form trench 
explorations. 30 test pits and 2 trenches were excavated. A written description and photographic record 
was made of each test pit and its position recorded. The depth of natural and overlying stratigraphy was 
recorded. Finds were cleaned and described. This report sets out the results of the test pitting and a copy 
has been lodged with the Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record and put onto the Friends of 
Castleshaw Roman Forts website. An Oasis record form has also been created.  
  
The investigations were undertaken by volunteers of the Friends of Castleshaw Roman Forts and were led 
and reported on by Norman Redhead. 21 Friends volunteers assisted over the 4 days. Their enthusiasm 
and dedication were amazing and their much valued, continued support is crucial in furthering our 
understanding of this enigmatic, probable medieval grange site.  
  
This and previous Waterôs Clough archaeology reports can be found at the Friends of Castleshaw Roman 
Forts website: www.castleshawarchaeology.co.uk .   
 
 
2019 Excavation Results 
 
The investigations focused firstly on the western range, then the centre, then the east range, with some 
exploration also taking place just outside the building footprint to examine potential features and the extent 
of archaeological remains. 
 
Western Range 
 

 
Investigations of the western range on 12th May 2019, with some test pitting also taking place outside of the buildingôs 

north side 

 

http://www.castleshawarchaeology.co.uk/
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Previous excavations had indicated a series of internal room divisions adjacent to the central range. The 
main south, north and west (gable) wall had been defined but a key question was if the external chamber 
found projecting from the south east corner of the eastern range in last yearôs dig was replicated for the 
western range.  
 

 
Plan of western range showing excavation trenches and test pits for 2019 season (unlabelled trenches are previous 
yearôs investigations). Dark grey = wall foundations stones, light grey = órobbed-outô foundation trenches, white = 

external test pits, buff = stone trackway  
 
 

Trench 1, incorporating Test Pit 6 
 
Initially, a one metre square test pit (6) was excavated on the corner of west and south walls of the western 
range to see if the western wall ran south beyond the junction.  
 

 
Work commences on the first day of excavation on the south west corner of the grange building 
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It soon became apparent in TP6 that although the wall stones had been removed the cut of the foundation 
trench clearly continued beyond the corner of the building. The trench was almost devoid of stones and 
filled with a dark grey silt with frequent lumps of orange mortar.  
 

 
TP6 showing remnant of wall on left (partly under photo scale) and órobbed outô wall trench in middle 

 
It was then decided to open a much larger area, Trench 1, to expose all the wall foundations forming what 
was anticipated to be a replica of the chamber discovered at the opposite, south east corner of the grange 
building last year. The wall foundations were well-preserved on the east and south sides but the western 
side walling had been completely removed during demolition to leave a silt-filled construction trench 
showing its location. The north side of the chamber was attached to the intact main south wall foundation of 
the central range. As seen everywhere else, where walls survive, the stones are well laid and bounded by 
an orange mortar. The walls were c 50 cm wide and formed a room interior measuring 2.4 by 1.7 metres, 
which matches the south east projecting chamber. The room interior was not fully excavated but enough 
was exposed to show that no floor survived, with a creamy white natural clay being revealed.   

 

 
Closing stages of excavating the walls forming the projecting chamber in the south west corner of the west range. 

Looking north east with the south wall of the range being cleaned 
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Looking west at the wall foundations of the projecting chamber, with the main, south wall of the western range on the 

right of the photo 
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Looking south with the main wall in the foreground, from which the chamber projects with the robbed-out foundation 

trench on the right 

 
Where the wall survived it could be seen that the eastern wall of the chamber was butted on to the western 
rangeôs south wall, suggesting that the chamber had been added to the existing range. However, only the 
lower course of stones survives so it is possible that the wall was tied in at a higher level. The removal of all 
stones from the western wall means that evidence of jointing has been lost. The wall top for the projecting 
chamber varied from 223.46 to 223.61 metres above Ordnance Datum (m aOD) whilst the robbed out 
trench silt top level was 223.28 m aOD in the south west corner. 
 
 
Trench 2 
 
Attention next turned to the opposite corner of the western range to see if this also had a projecting 
chamber. When the north west corner had previously been exposed it had been noted that a wall appeared 
to extend northwards from the corner, beyond the gable wall of the range. The full extent of this wall had 
not been exposed but it had been interpreted as a possible buttress to shore up the corner of the building. 
In 2019 we were able to reveal a series of walls extending out from the north west corner to demonstrate 
that there was indeed another projecting chamber and not a buttress. Built in the same technique as all the 
other walls of the grange building, the chamberôs dimensions were markedly different to the two chambers 
against the southern side of the building. For whatever reason, the chamber was 0.5 metres longer at 2.9 
metres but with the same width of 1.7 metres. This gives a long, narrow room. 
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FoCRF volunteers cleaning the north west project chamber walls 

 
As with the south west chamber, the western wall had mostly been robbed of its stones except for a small 
section adjoining the corner of the main building. Interestingly, there was a butt joint which showed that the 
western gable wall of the main building ran on seamlessly to form the west wall of the projecting chamber, 
with the main wall of the western range being butted up against this wall. A spread of concrete was 
revealed against the inside corner of the main building. The full extent of the concrete was not revealed and 
it is uncertain when this originated or what its function was. It could be associated with 20th century pipe 
trenches that have been cut diagonally through the grange site and it is worth noting that other 20th century 
material is evident to the west of the building so this area could also have been used to dump waste. 
 
The east and north wall foundations of the projecting chamber were well-preserved, except for where the 
north wall joined with the robbed out west wall foundation trench. The corner was not fully excavated but 
part of the west wall line was exposed to show that most of the stones had been removed to leave some 
smaller stones and lumps of orange mortar in the bottom of the foundation trench. The walls meeting at the 
north east corner of the projecting chamber were keyed in, and the eastern wall also appeared to key in 
with the main, north, wall of western range. There appeared to be a break in the main north wall of the 
western range and, along with the butt joint against the corner of the building; this suggests that the 
projecting chamber could have originally been open to the main building. However, such an interpretation 
should be treated with caution as only the lowest level of the foundation wall survives and the wall may 
have been keyed in above this level. There were just a few sherds of 19th/20th century glazed pottery from 
this area. The wall tops/surfaces of the opposite, south west and north east, corners had identical levels of 
223.32 m aOD. 
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Plan of the north west corner of the western range 

 

 
North west corner of the western range looking south, with the western gable wall (right), the butt joint visible with the 

northern wall of the range (left), and the concrete showing top left against the inside corner of the building 
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Looking east across the northern end of the projecting chamber, with the robbed out western wall foundation visible in 

the test pit in the foreground as a linear spread of lumps of orange mortar (in front of the photo scale) 
 

 
The north west projecting chamber looking south 

 



12 

 

 
The projecting chamber looking north, showing the butt joints between the western gable wall on the left and the 

western range north wall/projecting chamber east wall on the right 

 
 

Test Pit 1 
 
The geophysical survey had picked up a linear anomaly running north from the north wall of the western 
range. TP1 was located 2.5 metres to the north of the wall to examine this anomaly to see if it might part of 
the grange structure, but it quickly became apparent that it was a modern pipe trench. 
 

            
TP 1 looking north with the cut of the pipe trench clearly visible (left)and a section dug through the trench to reveal the 

plastic pipe (right) 

 
Test Pit 2 
 
A circular depression lay 2 metres to the north of roughly the mid-point of the western range. This test pit 
initially half-sectioned the feature before being expanded to about 1.5 x 1.5 metres, with three-quarters of 
the pit fill being excavated. The dark organic soil fill was removed to reveal a c 25 cm deep stone-rich layer 
in the side of the feature, sealed by a mixed deposit of yellow clay and dark grey silty clay loam. It could be 
seen that the pit was a relatively recent feature, to judge by the humic soil fill and it being cut from the turf 
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level/topsoil level. The top of the mixed clay deposit was 223.55 m aOD with the pit base being at 223.19 m 
aOD. 
 

 
TP2 in early stages of excavation, showing the pit cut through a stone deposit (looking west) 

 
When more fully excavated it was found that there was nothing buried in the pit. The reason for its 
excavation remains obscure. The stone deposit comprised small to medium gritstones in a matrix of mid-
grey silty clay with frequent small patches of orange or yellow clay. The stones were generally flat and 
densely packed horizontally and in places where small stones were packed together resembled road 
metalling. The deposit appeared to run through the centre of the trench west to east but, as the sealing 
mixed layer was only partly excavated, it is not clear if the stones run across the full width of the trench. 
The stone deposit could represent an early track perhaps contemporary with the grange building, or 
natural. Further investigation is recommended to better define the extent, character and function of this 
stone layer. 
 

 
TP2 showing most of the pit excavated, looking north, with the stone deposit clearly visible  
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TP2 looking east at the section showing the humic soil fill 

 
Test Pit 3 
 
Geophysics had shown several anomalies beyond the western gable wall of the grange. TP3 was located 2 
metres west of the wall to examine the archaeological potential of these anomalies. Natural yellow clay was 
found at a shallow depth so there was clearly no archaeological activity at this place. The turf level was  
223.50 m aOD and the top of the clay at 223.31 m aOD. It was noted that in undergrowth near the test pit 
were pieces of concrete and scrap metal that probably account for the geophysical survey anomalies, so 
this area appears to have been used for dumping material in the 20th century. 
 

 
TP3 looking south 

 
Test Pit 4 
 
This was a narrow slot 1.5 metres long by 0.5 metres wide positioned across a small mound around 5 
metres north of the western range near its north west corner. At its deepest point the mound was found to 
be 0.55 metres deep and lying above natural white clay with some charcoal flecks. Material making up the 
mound comprised mid- grey silty clay loam mixed with small patches of light-yellow clay. Finds included 


